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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,8, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gokulrangan (U.S. Patent No. 6,658,512 B1) in view of Robles et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,567,807 B1). 

In the claim 1, Gokulrangan discloses when USB host controller 101 receives 
data from nay connected USB device (electronic devies), such as one of the USB 
devices in groups 110 and 120, it send a message to the operating system software 104 
of the host system 100 over an interface 103 (see col. 4, lines 4-6). These transfers are 
typically used for devices, such as printers, which are not time-sensitive. Although bulk 
transfers may contain large amounts of data, they usually are not a problem since they 
are categorized as the lowest priority transfer (see col. 5, lines 12-15); comprising: 
Receiving a service-based request from a user (When the "request for admission" is 
made, and admission controller for the corresponding USB bus deterministically checks 
to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding USB bus is sufficient to satisfy 
the requirement of the requesting application. In the circumstance of multiple 
isochronous devices, the admission controller typically operates according to a First- 
Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are considered sequentially in the 
order received. Therefore, if one or more previous request for admission have been 
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granted, then the admission controller checks to see if the remaining bandwidth which 
has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can meet the requirements of the 
currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request for admission is granted. If it 
can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col.5, lines 32-45)); 
Constructing a service request list that stores a plurality of events to be executed 
chronologically and sequentially, wherein plurality of events are device-specific and 
wherein plurality of events are necessary for carrying out service-based request (When 
the "request for admission" is made, and admission controller for the corresponding 
USB bus deterministically checks to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding 
USB bus is sufficient to satisfy the requirement of the requesting application. In the 
circumstance of multiple isochronous devices, the admission controller typically 
operates according to a First-Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are 
considered sequentially in the order received. Therefore, if one or more previous 
request for admission have been granted, then the admission controller checks to see if 
the remaining bandwidth which has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can 
meet the requirements of the currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request 
for admission is granted. If it can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col.5, 
lines 32-45);); 

Storing service request list and executing plurality of events chronologically and 
sequentially according to service request list (When the "request for admission" is 
made, and admission controller for the corresponding USB bus deterministically checks 
to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding USB bus is sufficient to satisfy 
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the requirement of the requesting application. In the circumstance of multiple 
isochronous devices, the admission controller typically operates according to a First- 
Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are considered sequentially in the 
order received. Therefore, if one or more previous request for admission have been 
granted, then the admission controller checks to see if the remaining bandwidth which 
has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can meet the requirements of the 
currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request for admission is granted. If it 
can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col. 5, lines 32-45);). 

However, Gokulrangan is silent to disclosing determining whether service 
request list conflicts with another service request list. 

Robles et al. discloses determining whether service request list conflicts with 
another service request list (events managers 101 further provides a conflict detection 
and reporting capability that automatically detects and notifies users of date/time 
scheduling conflict among events 150 for reporting organizations contained in a 
particular user's watchlist 160 (see col. 8, lines 15-37); providing that service request list 
does not conflict with another service request list (see col. 8, lines 15-37). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the system of Gokulrangan with the teaching of Robles to 
determine whether service request list conflicts with another service request list in order 
to avoid the occurrence of conflict events. Therefore, the combined system would have 
been enable the event manager to carry out the request action efficiently whether 
sufficient bandwidth resource is available. 
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3. In the claim 8, Gokulrangan discloses when USB host controller 101 receives 
data from nay connected USB device (electronic devies), such as one of the USB 
devices in groups 110 and 120, it send a message to the operating system software 104 
of the host system 100 over an interface 103 (see col. 4, lines 4-6). These transfers are 
typically used for devices, such as printers, which are not time-sensitive. Although bulk 
transfers may contain large amounts of data, they usually are not a problem since they 
are categorized as the lowest priority transfer (see col. 5, lines 12-15); comprising: 
Receiving a service-based request from a user (When the "request for admission" is 
made, and admission controller for the corresponding USB bus deterministically checks 
to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding USB bus is sufficient to satisfy 
the requirement of the requesting application. In the circumstance of multiple 
isochronous devices, the admission controller typically operates according to a First- 
Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are considered sequentially in the 
order received. Therefore, if one or more previous request for admission have been 
granted, then the admission controller checks to see if the remaining bandwidth which 
has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can meet the requirements of the 
currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request for admission is granted. If it 
can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col. 5, lines 32-45)); 
Constructing a service request list that stores a plurality of events to be executed 
chronologically and sequentially, wherein plurality of events are device-specific and 
wherein plurality of events are necessary for carrying out service-based request (When 
the "request for admission" is made, and admission controller for the corresponding 
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USB bus deterministically checks to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding 
USB bus is sufficient to satisfy the requirement of the requesting application. In the 
circumstance of multiple isochronous devices, the admission controller typically 
operates according to a First-Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are 
considered sequentially in the order received. Therefore, if one or more previous 
request for admission have been granted, then the admission controller checks to see if 
the remaining bandwidth which has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can 
meet the requirements of the currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request 
for admission is granted. If it can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col. 5, 
lines 32-45);); 

Storing service request list and executing plurality of events chronologically and 
sequentially according to service request list (When the "request for admission" is 
made, and admission controller for the corresponding USB bus deterministically checks 
to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding USB bus is sufficient to satisfy 
the requirement of the requesting application. In the circumstance of multiple 
isochronous devices, the admission controller typically operates according to a First- 
Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are considered sequentially in the 
order received. Therefore, if one or more previous request for admission have been 
granted, then the admission controller checks to see if the remaining bandwidth which 
has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can meet the requirements of the 
currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request for admission is granted. If it 
can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col.5, lines 32-45);). 
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However, Gokulrangan is silent to disclosing determining whether service 
request list conflicts with another service request list. 

Robles et al. discloses determining whether service request list conflicts with 
another service request list (events managers 101 further provides a conflict detection 
and reporting capability that automatically detects and notifies users of date/time 
scheduling conflict among events 150 for reporting organizations contained in a 
particular user's watchlist 160 (see col. 8, lines 15-37); providing that service request list 
does not conflict with another service request list (see col. 8, lines 15-37). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the system of Gokulrangan with the teaching of Robles to 
determine whether service request list conflicts with another service request list in order 
to avoid the occurrence of conflict events. Therefore, the combined system would have 
been enable the event manager to carry out the request action efficiently whether 
sufficient bandwidth resource is available. 

4. In the claim 15, Gokulrangan discloses when USB host controller 101 receives 
data from nay connected USB device (electronic devies), such as one of the USB 
devices in groups 1 10 and 120, it send a message to the operating system software 104 
of the host system 100 over an interface 103 (see col. 4, lines 4-6). These transfers are 
typically used for devices, such as printers, which are not time-sensitive. Although bulk 
transfers may contain large amounts of data, they usually are not a problem since they 
are categorized as the lowest priority transfer (see col. 5, lines 12-15); comprising: 
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Receiving a service-based request from a user (When the "request for admission" is 
made, and admission controller for the corresponding USB bus deterministically checks 
to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding USB bus is sufficient to satisfy 
the requirement of the requesting application. In the circumstance of multiple 
isochronous devices, the admission controller typically operates according to a First- 
Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are considered sequentially in the 
order received. Therefore, if one or more previous request for admission have been 
granted, then the admission controller checks to see if the remaining bandwidth which 
has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can meet the requirements of the 
currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request for admission is granted. If it 
can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col. 5, lines 32-45)); 
Constructing a service request list that stores a plurality of events to be executed 
chronologically and sequentially, wherein plurality of events are device-specific and 
wherein plurality of events are necessary for carrying out service-based request (When 
the "request for admission" is made, and admission controller for the corresponding 
USB bus deterministically checks to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding 
USB bus is sufficient to satisfy the requirement of the requesting application. In the 
circumstance of multiple isochronous devices, the admission controller typically 
operates according to a First-Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are 
considered sequentially in the order received. Therefore, if one or more previous 
request for admission have been granted, then the admission controller checks to see if 
the remaining bandwidth which has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can 
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meet the requirements of the currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request 
for admission is granted. If it can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col.5, 
lines 32-45);); 

Storing service request list and executing plurality of events chronologically and 
sequentially according to service request list (When the "request for admission" is 
made, and admission controller for the corresponding USB bus deterministically checks 
to see if the available bandwidth on the corresponding USB bus is sufficient to satisfy 
the requirement of the requesting application. In the circumstance of multiple 
isochronous devices, the admission controller typically operates according to a First- 
Come-First-Service (FCFS) policy in which requests are considered sequentially in the 
order received. Therefore, if one or more previous request for admission have been 
granted, then the admission controller checks to see if the remaining bandwidth which 
has not been previously allocated and guaranteed can meet the requirements of the 
currently requesting resource. If it can, then the request for admission is granted. If it 
can't, then the request for admission is denied (see col.5, lines 32-45);). 

However, Gokulrangan is silent to disclosing determining whether service 
request list conflicts with another service request list. 

Robles et al. discloses determining whether service request list conflicts with 
another service request list (events managers 101 further provides a conflict detection 
and reporting capability that automatically detects and notifies users of date/time 
scheduling conflict among events 150 for reporting organizations contained in a 
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particular user's watchlist 160 (see col. 8, lines 15-37); providing that service request list 
does not conflict with another service request list (see col. 8, lines 15-37). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the system of Gokulrangan with the teaching of Robles to 
determine whether service request list conflicts with another service request list in order 
to avoid the occurrence of conflict events. Therefore, the combined system would have 
been enable the event manager to carry out the request action efficiently whether 
sufficient bandwidth resource is available. 

5. Claims 2-7, 9-14, 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combined system (Gokulrangan-Robles) in view of Humpleman 
et al. (U.S.Patent No. 6,466,971 B1 ). 

In the claims 2, 9, 16, the combined system (Gokulrangan-Robles) discloses the 
limitations of claim 1 above. 

However, the combined system (Gokulrangan-Robles) is silent to disclosing 
service request list contains details of a source consumer electronic device and of a 
destination consumer electronic device. 

Humpleman et al. Discloses service request list contains details of a source 
consumer electronic device and of a destination consumer electronic device (see col. 
27, lines 42-55), said details comprising control information (see col. 8, lines 60-63) and 
timing information of source consumer electronic device and destination consumer 
electronic device (see col. 17, lines 40-50). 
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Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the combined system (Gokulrangan-Robles) with the teaching of 
Humpleman to provide source consumer electronic device and of a destination 
consumer electronic device in order to automatically provide commands and control 
other various network devices. 

6. In the claims 3, 10, 17, Humpleman discloses service request list comprises 
information that describes routing information that allows source consumer electronic 
device to be routed to destination consumer electronic device (see col. 27, lines 42-55, 
col. 8, lines 60-63, col. 17, lines 40-50). 

7. In the claims 4, 11,18, Gokulrangan discloses determining electronic device and 
a destination consumer electronic device that are necessary for performing service- 
based request; and determining availability of source consumer electronic device and 
destination consumer electronic device at a time service-based request is to be 
rendered (see col.5, lines 32-45). 

8. In the claims 5, 12, 19, Humpleman discloses determining a source consumer 
electronic device for receiving a broadcast program, an intermediate consumer 
electronic device for storing broadcast program, and a destination consumer electronic 
device for displaying broadcast program; and determining availability of source 
consumer electronic device and intermediate consumer electronic device, and 
destination consumer electronic device according to timing information contained within 
service request list (see col. 27, lines 42-55, col. 8, lines 60-63, col. 17, lines 40-50). 
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9. In the claims 6, 13, 20, Humpleman et al. discloses determining an amount of 
media of intermediate consumer electronic device that is available for recording 
broadcast program (see col. 17, lines 30-48). 

10. In the claims 7, 14, 21 , Robles et al. discloses denying service-based request 
provided service-based request is in conflict with another service-based request (see 
col. 8, lines 15-37). 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chuong Ho whose telephone number is (703) 306-4529. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM to 4:00PM. 

12. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). n / 



Conclusion 



Examiner ^U\/^ 
Art Unit 2664 WELLINGTON CHIN 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



Chuong Ho 




03/07/04 



